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For a long time official and private services in the western occupation zones have
tried in increasing messure to obtain official documents, statistical material,
rlans of organization, etc. concerning authorities and in particular concerning
economic institutions of the Soviet Occuration Zone. The form and wanuer in vhich
this occurs is greatly variegated: from official requests for information allegedly
for the rurrose of coordinating all-German interests, through semi.official requests
for officlal compilations for the purpose of archives or statistical considerations,
to private inguiries for elleged furthering of trade connections betveen eastern
and vestern Germeny, all possidilities in numerous variations.are tried. Even the
form of a police circular was chosen in ome case in order to obtaln definite data,
election rerorts, etc. onconditions, 2srecially of the polime, in the Russian
Occupation Zone.p

It was learned that many times administrative and suthoritative employees of the
Soviet Occuration Zone distributed the desired information and data in fact. Since
the employees responsidle for this were evidently not aware of the effect of their
action, 1t 1s necessary to prohibit in general the malicious or frivolous aistribu-
tion of information ‘in order to prevent a wider damnge to economy and administration
of the Soviet Occupation Zone. :

It 1s therefore ordered to decree the followingt

1. The Ministers of Interior of the states in the Soviet Occupation Zone are
reyuested to give to all subordinate services and lewer-level authorities
binding instruction according to whicht

a, The dissemination of information or data of any tyre at the request
of public or private services from the zones of the western occupation
povers is absolutely forbidden,

Y. As excertion from this rrovision, only replies to official inquiries
from the western occuration gones are rermissible which are placed by
way of the official office and legal aid traffic authorized by SHa.

¢. Inte.tifonel or unintentional transgressions against the informetion
prohibition will be punished with dlsciplinary and legal penalties
on those responsidle (Order No. 160 of SMA Germany, parn 353 b St GB).

d. Services subordinnte to the Minister of Interior and lower authorities
have to report to the Ministers of Interior all cases of inguiries
from the western occuration zones and all transgressione egainst the
prohibition on informntion.

2. Th ough their pérsonnel main division, the Minister of Interier 1s to instruct
on a-a all ecther division and services of his Land.

3. The Ministers of Interior - re reguested to rerort to me on their results.

Signed WAGNEKR, Vice president Signed: Dr. FISCHER
Service Seal

Certified translationt

{signature)
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